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session of French ports, while in France civil war was raging,
the League being in possession ot Paris, and the King (Henry
III), with the States-General, having to take iefiic;c at JUlois.
Ferdinand sent an embassy, headed by Orazio Rucellai, to
escort Christine to Florence, but they had to lemain at Blois
until March 1589 before it was safe for her to tiavi'l, and
during this time much occurred. In July 1588 the Armada
made its attack on England, and in a fortnight was entirely
destroyed. Meanwhile Catherine de' Medici was evidently
dying, and Christine could not leave her. in Decembin tlufc
murder at Blois of the Duke of Guise threw all the court
into confusion and terror. On the $th January 1589 Catherine
de7 Medici died, Christine being with her to the last; and in
March the latter started from Blois on a somewhat melancholy
journey, all the court being sorry to lose one who was
universally liked, and she herself being very sad at bidding
good-bye to France. She was accompanied for a long distance
from Blois by a brilliant cavalcade, including Hemy III him-
self, who showed her great affection at parting. At Marseilles
she and her escort found the fleet which had been waiting
there for her for months; and in due course she arrived at
Florence.

The marriage festivities at Florence lasted a month, and
were on the most splendid scale.

"Florence resembled the city of a fairy tale rather than
the sober habitation of common men. In the courtyard of
the Palace the storming of a Turkish fortress was represented
with inimitable talent. A magnificent tournament followed,
and this was succeeded by a sumptuous banquet; but after
the guests had refreshed themselves they found that the
courtyard of the Palace had been converted into a mimic
sea, and a spirited naval combat ensued, and made the walls
re-echo to its thunders." *

Christine of Lorraine made Ferdinand an excellent wife.
On the death of her mother she had been adopted by her